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Abstract

Proverbs act as a reflection of a society's culture, encapsulating the
wisdom and experiences of previous generations. They play a significant
role in shaping community customs, values, and behaviors, revealing
dominant ideas across different eras. While some proverbs have clear
positive or negative meanings, others are more neutral, serving as
snapshots of a specific social reality or everyday life.

This study expands on the previous binary classifications of Somali
proverbs related to women by conducting a thorough semantic analysis
of select proverbs from George Kapchits' 1998 dictionary. These
proverbs reflect societal realities and cultural perceptions without
intentional bias, either negative or positive. The goal is to uncover the
underlying neutral meanings in these proverbs and provide insights into
their cultural and social contexts. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study presents the proverbs, categorizes them semantically,
and examines their contextual significance. The findings indicate that
neutral proverbs encompass various dimensions of women's lives,
including their societal status, marriage and family traditions, perceptions
of women's behaviors, upbringing, comparisons with men, and overall
life experiences

Keywords: Somali proverbs, women, neutrality, implicit meanings.
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