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Abstract

In 2020, Somalia celebrated the 60™ anniversary of its independence
as it continues to struggle to recover from the collapse of the state and the
consequences of a long civil war. The continued failure to build a Somali

statec over sixty years indicates a general trend and a recurring

phenomenon in elite politics.

This research investigates why the Somali government has repeatedly
failed and hampered its recovery, with the hypothesis that responsibility
is attributed to the political culture of the ruling elites. Therefore, the
research formulates the basic conceptions of the elites' political culture
and explains the elites' structures in Somalia. Moreover, it traces the
historical development of elite political culture and how Somali
traditional elite culture, Italian political culture, and military
authoritarianism combined to work toward its collapse. This culture
becomes an obstacle to the country's recovery. Finally, this research
recommends ways of getting out of the vicious circle in which the state
fails to recover by transforming the political culture of the ruling elite

and reforming state institutions.

Keywords: Somali state, Somali elites, political culture, Somali elite

political culture.
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